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COVID-19 
Count

Lord Fairfax Health District: 4,047 
cases over past 13 weeks; 60 hospital 

admissions over past 13 weeks; 23 
deaths over past 13 weeks

Level of community transmission
Winchester Low
Frederick County Low
Clarke County Low
Shenandoah County Low
Page County Medium
Warren County Low

SOURCE: VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH AND CDC

ON WINCHESTERSTAR.COM
So what are you thinking about? Let us know.
Comment on stories or opinions you read 
in today’s newspaper after each item 
on The Star’s web page.

By MATTHEW LEE 
and ERIC TUCKER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The China 
balloon shot down by the U.S. 
was equipped to detect and col-
lect intelligence signals as part 
of a huge, military-linked ae-
rial surveillance program that 
targeted more than 40 coun-
tries, the Biden administration 
declared Thursday, citing im-
agery from American U-2 spy 
planes.

A fleet of 
balloons op-
erates under 
the direction 
of the Peo-
ple’s Liber-
ation Army 
and is used 
specifically 
for spying, 
out� tted with 
h i g h - t e c h 
equipment designed to gather 
sensitive information from tar-
gets across the globe, the U.S. 
said. Similar balloons have 
sailed over � ve continents, ac-
cording to the administration.

A statement from a senior 
State Department official of-
fered the most detail to date 
linking China’s military to the 
balloon that was shot down by 
the U.S. last weekend over the 
Atlantic Ocean. The public de-
tails outlining the program’s 
scope and capabilities were 
meant to refute China’s per-
sistent denials that the balloon 
was used for spying, including 
a claim Thursday that U.S. ac-
cusations about the balloon 
amount to “information war-
fare.”

On Capitol Hill, the House 
voted unanimously to condemn 
China for a “brazen violation” of 
U.S. sovereignty and efforts to 
“deceive the international com-
munity through false claims 
about its intelligence collection 
campaigns.” Republicans have 
criticized President Joe Biden 
for not acting sooner to down 
the balloon, but both parties’ 
lawmakers came together on 
the vote, 419-0.

In Beijing, before the U.S. 
offered its new information, 
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By BRIAN BREHM
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — Just out-
side of Winchester, tucked 
behind the Northwestern 
Regional Adult Detention 
Center, a massive produc-
tion facility has been churn-
ing out delicious food for 30 
years.

Many residents of the 
Northern Shenandoah Val-
ley don’t even know the 
plant exists, but there’s a 
99.9% chance you’ve eaten 
what it has been making 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week, for the past three de-
cades.

“In the last 30 years, 
we’ve made over 5 billion 
pounds of pasta,” company 
executive Jeff Schryver said 
on Thursday.

The facility we’re speak-
ing of is a pasta manufactur-
ing plant owned and oper-
ated by 8th Avenue Food 
and Provisions of Fenton, 
Missouri. You may not have 
heard of the company, but 
you certainly know its pre-
mier pasta brand, Ronzoni, 
which is the second most 

popular dried pasta in the 
United States.

Even if you don’t eat Ron-
zoni products, there’s still 
an excellent chance you’ve 
sampled the Winchester 
manufacturing facility’s pri-
vate-label pastas. That’s be-
cause it also produces the 
store-brand pastas sold at 
major grocery store chains 
including Giant, Martin’s, 
Food Lion, Kroger, Walmart, 
Publix and Aldi.

“We feed the country,” 
Schryver said. “It gives me 
great satisfaction to be part 
of that along with all the 

By ROBERT NIEDZWIECKI
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — Less than 
two weeks before Nazeeh 
Johnson was selected in the 
seventh round of the Na-
tional Football League draft 
by the Kansas City Chiefs in 
April of 2022, he was at Mill-
brook High School, lifting 
weights and sharing words 
of wisdom with the school’s 
football players.

Millbrook will clearly al-
ways have a special place in 
the heart of Johnson, who 
graduated from the Freder-
ick County school in 2016. 
On Thursday, Millbrook’s 
faculty and its 1,459 students 
showed just how much love 
they have for him.

Millbrook held a Walk 
the Halls recognition for 
more than a dozen family 
and friends of Johnson in 

advance of the 24-year-old’s 
appearance in Super Bowl 
LVII on Sunday against the 
Philadelphia Eagles at State 
Farm Stadium in Glendale, 
Arizona.

Johnson was drafted as 
a defensive back with the 
Chiefs but has made his 
mark on special teams this 
year with nine tackles, includ-
ing eight tackles in the last 
seven games. Johnson is the 
� rst player in Millbrook’s 20-
year history to participate in 
the NFL.

Among the family mem-
bers of Johnson who were 
present on Thursday were 
his parents Kisha Brown and 
Brian Brown of Winchester. 
Just before they walked the 
halls lined with applauding 
students and faculty, they 
expressed appreciation for 

‘Amazing feeling’
Millbrook High School honors Johnson and his family in advance of Super Bowl

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Kisha Brown, mother of Kansas City Chiefs defensive back Nazeeh Johnson, a 2016 Millbrook High School graduate, walks with her son Jihad Brown, a Mill-
brook sophomore, during a Walk the Halls event for Johnson’s family members at the high school Thursday to honor and celebrate his appearance in the 
Super Bowl on Sunday.

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Millbrook High School students cheer the family members of Kansas City Chiefs defensive 
back Nazeeh Johnson on Thursday during a Walk the Halls recognition event before Johnson’s 
Super Bowl appearance on Sunday. Johnson graduated from Millbrook High School in 2016.

Pasta plant celebrates 30 years of feeding the nation

BRIAN BREHM/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Executives from 8th Avenue Food and Provisions’ pasta manufacturing plant — Vice Presi-
dent of Pasta Jeff Schryver (from left), Human Resources Manager Betsy Hyson and Plant 
Manager Richard DeHaven — are seen Thursday afternoon inside the plant at 300 Park Cen-
ter Drive. The production facility is celebrating its 30th year of operations.

See Johnson, Page A14

See Balloon, Page A14

See Pasta, Page A14
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In the last 30 

years, we’ve made 
over 5 billion 

pounds of pasta.
 — Jeff Schryver

vice president of pasta, 
8th Avenue Food and 

Provisions
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 Highs/Lows
Anchorage 22/15
Atlanta 55/45
Boston 59/33
Chicago 34/20
Dallas 47/30
Honolulu 83/69
Los Angeles 78/48
New York 57/35

Today’s Outlook

TODAY
Mostly sunny. 
West wind 

around 14 mph. 
Gusts to 21 mph.

54º

Saturday — Mostly sunny.
High: 45, Low: 31
Winds: Northwest 6 to 14 mph, with 
gusts as high as 21 mph.

Sunday — Chance of rain.
High: 42, Low: 32

Monday — Mostly sunny.
High: 54, Low: 33

 SUNRISE SUNSET
 7:10 a.m. 5:43 p.m.

Ultraviolet Index
0,1,2 minimal - 3,4 low - 5,6 moderate
- 7,8,9 high - 10 up very high

1

TONIGHT
Mostly cloudy. 
Northwest wind 
10 to 14 mph. 

Gusts to 18 mph.

33º
Regional temperatures Across the country

Anchorage 22/15

Boston 59/33

Dallas 47/30

Los Angeles 78/48

Winchester temperatures
 High Low
 Thursday 63 37
 Year ago Thursday 54 23
Information from the National Weather Service and Weather Underground.
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National weather
Forecast for Thursday, February 9, 2023

NATIONAL SUMMARY: A stripe of snow will affect part of the Upper Midwest as 
rain and thunderstorms with gusty winds extends over the interior Northeast 
today. Showers and locally heavy thunderstorms will move into the Southeast. 
Pockets of snow and flurries are in store for the northern Plains as much of the rest 
of the nation can expect a dry day.

©2023 AccuWeather, Inc.

Bands separate high temperature zones for the day.

Precipitation
Month 2023 2022 Avg.
January 2.25 3.15 2.19
February 0.02* 2.45 2.47
March  3.53 3.42
April  4.94 3.17
May  8.50 3.82
June  6.45 3.66
July  4.01 3.59
August  5.85 3.23
September  9.05 3.91
October  1.19 2.94
November  3.43 3.15
December  2.60 2.47
         Total 2.27* 55.15 38.02
*Rainfall from the City of Winchester -
  Month to date

PA.

N.C.TENN.

KY.

OHIO

W.VA. Washington

Charlottesville

Richmond

Roanoke
Bristol Norfolk

64/52

67/52

68/55

64/48
66/43 71/59

©2023 AccuWeather, Inc.

Today’s weather AccuWeather.com
Forecast for Thursday, February 9, 2023

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Mao Ning re-
peated her nation’s insistence 
that the large unmanned bal-
loon was a civilian meteorolog-
ical airship that had blown off 
course and that the U.S. had 
“overreacted” by shooting it 
down.

“It is irresponsible,” Mao 
said. The latest accusations, 
she said, “may be part of the 
U.S. side’s information warfare 
against China.”

Underscoring the ten-
sions, China’s defense minis-
ter refused to take a phone call 
from Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin to discuss the balloon is-
sue on Saturday, the Pentagon 
said. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken canceled a planned 
weekend trip to Beijing.

The U.S. � atly contradicted 
China’s version of events, say-
ing that imagery of the balloon 
collected by American U-2 spy 
planes as it crossed the coun-

try showed that it was “capa-
ble of conducting signals intelli-
gence collection” with multiple 
antennas and other equipment 
designed to upload sensitive 
information and solar panels 
to power them.

Jedidiah Royal, the U.S. as-
sistant defense secretary for 
the Indo-Paci� c, told a Senate 
Appropriations subcommittee 
that the military has “some 
very good guesses” about what 
intelligence China was seek-
ing. More information was ex-
pected to be provided in a clas-
si� ed setting.

Senior FBI officials who 
briefed reporters on the con-
dition of anonymity under 
ground rules set by the bu-
reau said just a few pieces of 
the balloon had arrived at the 
FBI’s Quantico, Virginia, lab 
for investigation. So far, inves-
tigators have parts of the bal-
loon canopy, wiring, and what 
one of� cial called “a very small 
amount of electronics.” The 
of� cial said it was “very early 

for us to assess what the intent 
was and how the device was 
operating.”

According to two U.S. of-
ficials, the balloon recovery 
efforts were temporarily sus-
pended on Thursday due to 
high seas. They said some bal-
loon debris was intact on the 
ocean � oor and divers had re-
covered potentially high-value 
equipment over the past day 
and a half.

Much of the debris is con-
centrated in two separate sec-
tions of an area that’s 15 foot-
ball � elds long and 15 football 
� elds across, according to the 
of� cials who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because of 
the sensitivity of the collection 
process.

The State Department of� -
cial, providing details to report-
ers by email, also on condition 
of anonymity, said an analysis 
of the balloon debris was “in-
consistent” with China’s ex-
planation that it was a weather 
balloon that went off course. 

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Brian Brown, father of Kansas City Chiefs defensive back Na-
zeeh Johnson, rallies the crowd during a Walk the Halls event 
at Millbrook High School on Thursday for family members of 
Johnson, who graduated from the school in 2016.

BRIAN BREHM/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Some of the products manufactured at the 8th Avenue Food and Provisions pasta plant are 
displayed Thursday in a conference room at the facility at 300 Park Center Drive. The plant 
has produced more than 5 billion pounds of pasta since opening 30 years ago.

folks on the production � oor 
and administrative staff. It’s 
an awesome experience.”

The plant at 300 Park 
Center Drive was opened in 
February 1993 by The Her-
shey Companies, a Penn-
sylvania-based corporation 
best known for its chocolate 
candies. Hershey, through 
its New World Pasta di-
vision, operated the facil-
ity until 1999, when it sold 
New World to a group of in-
vestors who kept the name. 
Ownership later passed to 
Ebro Foods, then Riviana 
Foods, before 8th Avenue 
bought the business about 
two years ago.

If you need help keep-
ing all that straight, ask 
Schryver. He has been at 
the pasta plant from Day 
1, with his first job being 
in production. Today, he’s 
vice president of pasta for 
8th Avenue.

“I started in 1992 when 
we were still building the 
factory,” said Schryver, one 
of seven people who have 
been with the Winchester 
pasta plant from the begin-
ning. “I’ve been fortunate 
enough to see employees 
have little children who 
have now graduated from 
high school and college.”

Today, the facility offers 
130 jobs to area residents 
and annually funnels tens 
of thousands of tax dollars 
into the coffers of Frederick 
County’s government.

“We’ve added one pro-
duction line and modernized 
some of our equipment over 
the years, but for the most 
part, the equipment that was 
here when we opened is still 
running today,” Schryver 
said. “There’s still a high 

demand for pasta. It’s a rel-
atively inexpensive food sta-
ple for folks and we have not 
seen a slowdown since the 
[COVID-19] pandemic.”

Keeping the machinery 
in peak condition so it can 
crank out the simple yet 
tasty blend of water and 
semolina wheat � our is the 
responsibility of plant man-
ager Richard DeHaven, who 
said routine maintenance is 
key.

“We have cycle downs 
that we rotate through to 
make sure the equipment 
is always where it should 
be,” DeHaven said. “And 
we have people who work 
very hard to keep it clean 
every day.”

“We a lso  do  r egu -
lar equipment rebuilds 
throughout the year,” 
Schryver added. “There’s 
been a signi� cant amount 
of capital put into the factory 
to keep the machinery up to 
standards.”

Plant management also 
strives to take care of their 
employees. To thank them 
for their service, a special 
open house for workers and 
their loved ones will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Feb. 
18.

“We want to give fami-
lies the opportunity to see 
what their signi� cant oth-
ers do on a day-to-day ba-
sis,” Schryver said. “We did 
an open house for our 25th 
anniversary and it was a re-
ally big, fun hit for our em-
ployees. ... Thirty years is 
pretty special.”

The pasta making at 300 
Park Center Drive never 
stops, which means pro-
duction won’t pause for the 
open house. Regardless, De-
Haven said he’ll make sure 

all employees on shift Feb. 
18 will get to step away from 
their stations and have fun 
with their loved ones, even 
if that means he has to get 
on the manufacturing line 
himself.

“Whatever it takes,” he 
said, adding that he’ll also 
be leading tours of the fac-
tory.

Next weekend’s open 
house will also celebrate 
the vendors whose prod-
ucts and services keep the 
plant running, and corpo-
rate executives from 8th 
Avenue will be traveling to 
Winchester to mingle with 
event attendees.

“We’re also giving back 
to the community in the 
form of monetary and food 
donations,” Schryver said, 
noting that food will be 
given to the Congregational 
Community Action Project 
(CCAP) and Bright Futures 
Frederick/Winchester, and 
checks will be presented to 
The Laurel Center, the Win-
chester Rescue Mission and 
the Winchester Salvation 
Army.

While the open house is 
exclusively for employees, 
vendors and their family 
members, that doesn’t mean 
you can’t join in future com-
pany celebrations. Human 
Resources Manager Betsy 
Hyson said the pasta plant 
is currently hiring. To see 
what jobs are available and 
to apply, visit 8ave.com.

When asked if she would 
like to � nd a few more em-
ployees like Schryver who 
will stick around for 30 years 
or more, Hyson smiled and 
said: “That’s our goal.”

— Contact Brian Brehm at 
bbrehm@winchesterstar.com

Millbrook’s recognition of 
their son. On social media, 
countless people in the Win-
chester community have 
posted about their pride in 
Johnson and extended their 
congratulations to him.

“It’s a humbling and amaz-
ing feeling,” Kisha said. “The 
fact that [Millbrook is] doing 
something like this when they 
don’t have to, it’s a blessing. 
It just shows that everybody 
is rooting for him as a home-
town hero. It’s exciting.”

Josh Haymore began 
working at Millbrook as 
a math teacher and head 
football coach in the 2013-
14 school year, when John-
son was a sophomore. John-
son earned All-Region and 
All-Conference honors on 
both defense and offense un-
der Haymore, running for 
1,093 yards and 19 touch-
downs in the Pioneers’ shot-
gun wing-T attack as a se-
nior. Johnson then enrolled 
at Marshall University as a 
preferred walk-on in 2016 
and earned a scholarship two 
years later.

The day after the Chiefs 
beat the Cincinnati Bengals 
in the AFC Championship 
game on Jan. 29, Haymore 
suggested to Millbrook co-
ordinator of student activities 
TJ Rohrbaugh and principal 
Joanne Altendorf that they 
do something to honor John-
son. In addition to the family 
recognition walk, Millbrook 
put together a video of vari-
ous faculty members sharing 
their thoughts about John-
son, which was sent to him 
on Thursday. Haymore also 
was going to have Millbrook’s 
football team send Johnson a 
congratulatory video.

Haymore said Thursday 
that Johnson’s No. 22 Mill-
brook jersey will no longer be 
worn by any member of the 
football team and will eventu-
ally be hung on the wall out-
side the school’s Casey Gym-
nasium.

“We’re proud of him and 
his family,” Haymore said. 
“He just worked hard [to get 
where he is]. He didn’t want 
to disappoint anybody in his 
life. He just kept working and 
kept working and kept work-
ing.”

Kisha and Brian said John-
son’s care for other people is 
a big part of what makes him 
so special.

Kisha said when Nazeeh 
was growing up, it wasn’t al-
ways easy for the family fi-
nancially. The family’s situa-
tion has improved as Kisha’s 
experience and skills as a 
nurse have grown over the 
years, but affording things 
like football gear for Johnson 
as a child took a lot of work. 
(Johnson has three younger 
siblings. His brother Tram-
mell Anthony and sister Am-
ari Anthony graduated from 
Millbrook — both played 
basketball, and Trammell 
also played football — in 
2018. They excelled in those 
sports at Shenandoah Univer-
sity and Sienna College, re-
spectively, and graduated last 
year. Brother Jihad Brown is 
a sophomore at Millbrook.)

Kisha said Nazeeh’s con-
cern for his family’s well-be-
ing was so great that in his 
� rst year at Marshall, he sug-
gested leaving to go to a ju-
nior college to save his par-
ents money on tuition. 

“He said, ‘I just want to 
make sure you guys are good 
at home. I’m worried about 
you guys,’” Brian said. “That’s 
just the type of the person he 
is. He was more concerned 
about us and his siblings than 
himself. He has a big heart 
and worries himself to death 
about family.”

Brian assured Johnson 
that he would be OK, and the 
family would be OK. Johnson 
eventually earned a full schol-
arship from Marshall in the 
spring of 2018.

He graduated with his 
bachelor’s degree from the 
Huntington, West Virginia, 
school in 2020, then played 
in the fall of 2020. (Marshall 
used a redshirt season on 
Johnson in 2016.) Because 
of the COVID pandemic 
that altered the college ath-
letic landscape dramatically, 
the NCAA granted players 
an extra year of eligibility 
in 2021. Kisha said Johnson 
considered not taking advan-
tage of that extra year so he 
could contribute � nancially 
to his family, whether it was 
a pro football player or with 
another career. One of the 
things Johnson considered 
was becoming a � re� ghter.

Again, his parents told him 
to stay and keep developing. 
And obviously, Johnson’s 
decision to stay at Marshall 
couldn’t have worked out any 
better. Marshall hired a new 
head coach, Charles Huff, in 
January of 2021, a man who 
Johnson felt connected to im-
mediately. Johnson spent the 
next 16 months improving 
himself as a football player 

and an athlete, which helped 
him become Millbrook’s � rst-
ever NFL draft selection.

Kisha and Brian are grate-
ful Johnson was drafted by 
Kansas City. The Chiefs se-
lected � ve defensive backs in 
the draft, and the group that 
calls themselves “The Fab 
Five” has developed a close-
knit, family-type bond. Kisha 
said the veterans on the team 
have also treated the rookies 
well.

“They go to someone’s 
house and watch games when 
they’re not playing, things 
like that,” Kisha said. “I’m 
hoping he’ll be there [with 
the Chiefs] for a long time.”

At the Super Bowl, John-
son’s wife Kinsley, brother 
Trammell and Johnson’s 
close friend PK Kier (a for-
mer Millbrook and University 
of Virginia running back) will 
be in attendance. Kier lives in 
Florida and was able to watch 
Johnson’s NFL debut in Octo-
ber in Tampa, Fla., in person. 
It will be the � rst time Tram-
mell has seen Johnson play 
live with Kansas City.

Kisha and Brian will not be 
at the Super Bowl, but they 
were part of a group of more 
than 10 family members at the 
AFC Championship game in 
Kansas City, Missouri. They 
got to be on the � eld and cel-
ebrate with Nazeeh in front 
of the Chiefs’ fans, which is 
something they won’t forget.

“That’s why I was OK with 
not going to the Super Bowl, 
because I knew it would be 
a great atmosphere,” Kisha 
said.

Kisha and Brian will hold a 
party at 81 Bar & Grill in Win-
chester to watch the game at 
6:30 p.m. Sunday on FOX. Ki-
sha said anyone who wants to 
celebrate with Johnson’s fam-
ily and friends is welcome.

If Thursday is any guide, 
Millbrook fans will be cheer-
ing on Johnson in full force, 
wherever they are. Pioneers 
sophomore girls’ basketball 
standout Jaliah Jackson is 
Johnson’s cousin. She was 
decked out in Johnson’s No. 
13 Chiefs jersey on Thursday.

“[This event is] unbeliev-
able,” said Jackson as her 
fellow students roared for 
her relatives. “It’s amazing. 
It’s crazy. He’s worth it. He’s 
worked for it.” 

— Contact Robert Niedzwiecki at 
rniedzwiecki@winchesterstar.com 

Follow on Twitter @WinStarSports1
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It’s a humbling 
and amazing 

feeling. The fact 
that [Millbrook is] 
doing something 
like this when 
they don’t have 
to, it’s a blessing. 

It just shows 
that everybody is 
rooting for him as 
a hometown hero. 

It’s exciting.
 — Kisha Brown

Nazeeh Johnson’s mother


