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Happy birthday, Charles B. Rouss
Each year, the City of Winchester and several community agencies organize

Charles B. Rouss Day to celebrate his affection for and generosity toward
Winchester more than a century ago. This year, one of the celebrations will be held

on his Feb. 11 birthday, which is Monday. From 8 a.m. until noon, free birthday
cupcakes will be given out (while supplies last) at Rouss City Hall, 15 N. Cameron

St. From noon until 5:15 p.m., guided tours of City Hall will be offered.

Outdoor dining rules
floated for downtown

By VIC BRADSHAW
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — Pr oposed
guidelines for outdoor dining
areas downtown have been for-
warded to the Winchester Plan-
ning Commission from the Old
Town Development Board (OT-
DB).

City Planner Will Moore told
board members at Thursday’s
meeting that the commission is
to discuss the possible changes
this month. The new r ules
would be incorporated into
broader zoning ordinance
amendments regarding the use
of public space by restaurateurs
and retailers and forwarded to
City Council for action.

The rules were developed by
the OTDB’s Design Committee
and approved by that panel on
Jan. 17. Their target is regula-
tion of the use of public space in
the primary and secondary tax-
ing district — the area bound by
Piccadilly, Cameron, Cork and
Braddock streets.

Guidelines for furniture and
fixtures, planters and barriers
are the key components of the
r egulations.

Tables, chairs and planters
are to be stone or metal. Tables
and chairs “may not be fluores-
cent or of a strikingly bright or
vivid color,” the guidelines
state, and planters “must com-
pliment the design of barrier
fencing and the overall aesthet-
ic of Old Town.”

Umbrella dimensions, de-
sign and materials are ad-
dressed, as is the maximum
height for planters. Plants must
be live and cannot be taller than
9 feet.

Fencing must be metal and
black in color. It must be free-
standing and not attached to a
building or the sidewalk. Height
and accessibility rules also are
established.

Restaurateurs meeting the
guidelines can have their plans
approved quickly by city staff.
Those who prefer to have fea-

tures that don’t meet the guide-
lines will have to go through
one or more city boards to gain
approval, and their plans can be
r ejected.

Potential celebrations for the
completion of the ongoing con-
s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t  o n  t h e
Loudoun Street Mall also were
shared at the meeting. An ice
cream social with enter tain-
ment and an event themed after
the  BBC te lev i s ion show
“Downton Abbey” were men-

tioned.
Also discussed were the cre-

ation of two or three task forces
to deal with specific projects.

Both the OTDB and City
Council have made branding
downtown a priority, and one
task force would focus on that
ef fort.

“We need to give an excel-
lent immediate first impression
of Winchester,” board member

Retreat addresses
revitalization plan
for the city’s core

By VIC BRADSHAW
The Winchester Star

WI NCHE STER — Stakeholders spent more than four
hours Thursday establishing plans to continue the revi-
talization of the city’s downtown core.

Members of the Old Town Development Board (OT-
DB) and its subcommittees held a retreat at the Museum
of the Shenandoah Valley to develop priorities for each
panel and begin creating plans to achieve their goals.

“A lot of people now have picture and sound on how
much work needs to be done,” Lauri Bridgeforth, the
boar d’s chairwoman, said following the planning session.
“I think we have a very good skeleton. We’re now attach-
ing some muscle to that skeleton.”

The day’s primary focus was establishing lists of is-
sues facing downtown that the OTDB can help address
and beginning planning to implement the improvements.
Much of the work was done in committee groups.

Among the tasks committee members designated for
action were:

Creating livable, workable and cultural space. Provid-
ing Wi-Fi was one of the recommended actions.

Evaluating the Loudoun Street Mall’s redesign after
the ongoing construction project is finished.

Consolidating a calendar of events and cross-promot-
ing those events.

Establishing a place where visitors can get informa-

Clarke group
reveals its ideas
for school safety

By REBECCA LAYNE
The Winchester Star

BE RRYVI LL E — Clarke County
Public Schools could be beefing up
its security if a local group’s recom-
mendations are approved.

The School Board Safety and
Security Committee met Thursday
for the third time to come up with
ways to  make the div is ion ’s
schools safer. The group of eight to
10 people included parents, school
of ficials, Clarke County Sherif f
Tony Roper and Berryville Police
Chief Neal White.

The committee was formed in
the wake of the Dec. 14 shootings
in Newtown, Conn., that killed 26
people, including 20 elementary
school students.

Community member Neil Rap-
er, speaking on behalf of himself
and others on the committee, sug-
gested that the division adopt a
“low-key” approach to exterior se-
curity enhancements, so “we don’t

look like Fort Knox when some-
body comes to visit.”

Committee recommendations
included installing cameras out-
side the schools, putting sensors
on exterior doors that would imme-
diately alert the school office and
other unspecified entities of an in-
trusion, putting in locked and con-
trolled entries in all schools, using
cameras or intercoms to identify
visitors, and placing a panic button
and interior locks in all class-
r ooms.

Wherever there’s a sensor on a
building, there should also be an
assessment device, such as a cam-
era, Raper said. Video surveillance
for all playground areas was rec-
ommended as well.

The group also determined that
each school campus should have a
security of ficer present at all
times.

Putting material on exterior
windows making it impossible for

GINGER PERRY/The Winchester Star

Walter Banks, director of Information Technology for Frederick
County, demonstrates the Internet speed of the service provided
by NOVECnet and powered Exede, a satellite broadband available
in Frederick County, using an iPad that has been set up in the
county’s offices. The county’s IT office has set up the iPad so that
residents can come test the service.

New Internet option
available in Frederick

By MATT ARMSTRONG
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — Frederick Coun-
ty residents who are dissatisfied
with their Internet service can test
d r i v e  a  f l e d g l i n g  V i r g i n i a
pr ovider’s service in the county’s
Information Technology office.

Christopher Hild, director of
operations for Manassas-based
NOVEC Energy Solutions Inc. and
its Internet-providing subsidiary
NOVECnet, demonstrated his
company’s satellite Internet capa-
bilities during a gathering in the IT
office on Thursday.

While streaming a YouTube

video on an iPad, Hild used another
tablet device to stream a program
on Netflix. Both devices used
N OV EC ne t’s Internet, much like
multiple devices in the same home
using the same connection, and a
speed test performed on one de-
vice by downloading a document
while the other device continued to
stream a video showed little impact
on the speed, Hild said.

NOVECnet started enrolling
customers in June 2012, and cur-
rently has about 200 customers —
primarily in the rural western parts
of Loudoun County. But Frederick
County residents can also enroll

See Inter net, Page B6

Man accused of
using business to
embezzle money

By MELISSA BOUGHTON
The Winchester Star

W IN C H ES T ER —
A local business-
man who was ar-
rested in Novem-
b e r  f o r  s m u g-
gling cigarettes
w a s  i n d i c t e d
Thursday for us-
ing his restaurant
to embezzle mon-
ey from the state.

X u e  W e n
Guan, 53, of Winchester, was in-
dicted in Frederick County Circuit

Xue Wen Guan

See Indicted, Page B6

SCOTT MASON/The Winchester Star

Firefighters work to open the top of a sawdust collector Thursday
morning at Cochran’s Lumber and Millwork on Jack Enders Boulevard
in Berryville in an effort to extinguish a fire.

Cochr an’s Lumber
fire labeled minor

By MELISSA BOUGHTON
The Winchester Star

B E R RY V I L L E — No one was in-
jured Thursday and only minor
damage was reported after a small
fire at a local business.

Employees at Cochran’s Lum-
ber and Millwork Inc. — located at
523 Jack Enders Blvd. in Berryville
— noticed smoke in the business
just before 11 a.m. and contacted
fire and rescue crews.

“It was just a very small fire in
our dust collection box,” sa i d
Rhonda Lamberson, who works in

office administration.
According to the company’s

website, they provide “high quality
flooring and millwork for custom
residential, commercial and histor-
ical preservation projects.”

Lamberson said the blaze —
caused by a small spark — was put
out quickly and did minor damage
to some internal parts of the com-
pany’s dust collection system.

She added that the parts would
need less than $5,000 worth of re-
pairs and the system is expected to
be fully up and running again by

See F ire, Page B3

Animal case delayed again
By MELISSA BOUGHTON

The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — A case involving
a local man charged with animal
cruelty was delayed Thursday.

Russell L. Ebersole — who
owns Aberdeen Acres Pet Care
Center in Stephenson — faces 13
misdemeanor counts of animal
cruelty. He has denied the allega-

tions.
Ebersole appeared in Frederick

County Circuit Court with local at-
torney Roger Inger.

His case — which has now been
continued four times since he was
indicted in November — was post-
poned until 9 a.m. March 7.

The pet care center owner has
been under investigation for ani-

See Cr uelty, Page B6

JEFF TAYLOR/The Winchester Star

Employees of Patton's Masonry in Edinburg work Wednesday on the foundation of the new self-
sanitizing public restroom facilities, which are part of the Infrastructure Improvement Project on
the Loudoun Street Mall. Construction on the $7.1 million project began Jan. 2 and is scheduled
for substantial completion by April 30. The city will maintain the restroom at no additional cost to
downtown merchants. There will be a charge to use the facilities, but the cost has yet to be
determined. A decision will be made before the end of the project. See a chart showing the
progress on the Loudoun Street Mall, Page B3

See OTDB, Page B3

See Retreat, Page B3

See Clar ke, Page B3
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Site manager picked for Cedar Creek

Photo courtesy of National Park Service

Amy Bracewell, a six-year National Park Service veteran who has been
named site manager for Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National
Historical Park, said Thursday that she expects to be at her office in
Middletown by early to mid-March.

By MATT ARMSTRONG
The Winchester Star

W IN CH ES T ER — Days after an-
nouncing a new superintendent for
two parks in the area, the National
Park Service (NPS) has named a
site manager for Cedar Creek and
Belle Grove National Historical
Park.

Amy Bracewell, a six-year NPS
veteran originally from Atlanta and
currently working as a historian at
the Mount Rushmore National
Memorial, said in a phone inter-
view Thursday that she expects to
be at her office in Middletown by
early to mid-March.

“I’m really excited to be a part of
this community,” she said. “Ther e
is a lot of great history and commu-
nity engagement in the Shenan-
doah Valley, and I’m looking for-
ward to working with all the com-
munity partners and organizations
to help share our collective mes-
sage and stories with our commu-
nity and visitors.”

Cedar Creek and Belle Grove

National Historical Park, located
just south of Middletown, was es-
tablished just over a decade ago.
Diann Jacox — the park’s first su-
perintendent, who retired on Jan. 3
— worked to establish a general
management plan during her time
at the park, and Bracewell said
s he ’s eager to implement that
plan.

“I’m really looking forward to
making the [plan] a reality, helping
the partner groups and the [park’s]
team start some projects from the
plan, getting community involve-
ment and building on the great
partnership [the park staf f and
community] have created,” she
said.

While she’d never lived in the
area, Bracewell has visited the
Shenandoah Valley for vacations
and has friend in Winchester.

“It’s such a beautiful area with
so much to offer in terms of recre-
ation, cultural festivals and histo-
r y,” she said.

The NPS announced last week
that Jim Northup, a 32-year park

service veteran, will assume the
role of superintendent for both
Cedar Creek and Belle Grove Na-
tional Historical Park and Shenan-
doah National Park. He will replace
both Jacox and Martha Bogle, who
retired as Shenandoah’s superin-
tendent in January.

B r a c e w e l l w i l l  r e p o r t t o
Nor thup.

“A my ’s background, which
blends expertise in historic preser-
vation and relevant public pro-
gramming through partnerships,
is an ideal fit for Cedar Creek and
Belle Grove,” NPS Northeast Re-
gional Director Dennis Reiden-
bach stated in a news release. “Her
energy and professionalism will
immediately be put to work under
the direction of Superintendent Jim
Northup to implement the vision
set forth in the general manage-
ment plan and by the park’s signif-
icant partners.”

— Contact Matt Armstrong at
mar mstrong@winchester star.com

Inter net
from Page B1

for service.
Since the company pro-

vides Internet via a satellite
dish — about as big as those
used for television service
— Hild said NOVECnet can
be a better option for rural
customers than other ser-
vice providers.

“Th a t ’s usually the rea-
son people talk to us — they
can’t get Comcast and they
can’t get [Verizon] FiOS,”
Hild said. “If you can get
FiOS, then we’re not a prod-
uct that you’d be interested
in, and if you’re happy with
Comcast, then there’s no
reason [to change] . . . But if
you have dial-up [Internet],
we are what you want, or if
yo u’re not happy with Veri-
zon or Comcast.”

While satellite Internet
providers have developed
bad reputations in the past
due to inclement weather
negatively affecting service,
Hild said that NOVECnet
customers have not report-

ed rain, storms or clouds no-
ticeably affecting their Inter-
net service.

He added that NOVEC-
net could be used by either
small or home-based busi-
nesses, but that the service
would not be ideal for larger
businesses.

Walter Banks, Frederick
County’s IT director, said fol-
lowing the presentation that
NOV ECnet ’s iPad will be
available in the IT office for
about 45 days if local resi-
d e n t s w a n t  t o  t e s t  t h e
pr ovider’s speed and com-
pare it to their current home
ser vice.

The IT office is located
on the first floor of the Fred-
erick County Administration
Building at 107 N. Kent St.
The public can test out Inter-
net service providers during
the office’s normal hours of
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

While NOVECnet is the
first Internet provider to set
up a demonstration in the IT
office, Banks hopes others
in the area will do the same

to show residents the range
of options available if they’re
not satisfied with or current-
ly don’t have Internet ser-
vice.

According to Banks, four
primary areas in the county
— Gore, Shawneeland, Star
Tannery and Mountain Falls
— are underserved by Inter-
net providers.

“A lot of residents had ex-
pressed to me through
emails, through phone calls,
through conversations on
the street that basically they
heard about this provider,
heard about that provider,”
Banks said. “When we sat
down and met with some of
the small providers in the
area, we said ‘Hey, we cer-
tainly understand your need
to get the word out [about
your service] . . . We’ll offer
a space if  you of fer the
equipment and the installa-
tion.’ ”

— Contact Matt Armstrong at
mar mstrong@

winchester star.com

Indicted
from Page B1

Court for seven counts of
embezzlement of $200 or
more — by virtue of his op-
eration of Guan’s Garden, a
Chinese restaurant located
north of the city at Ruther-
ford Crossing — and two
counts of conducting unlaw-
ful financial transactions.

The indictments stem
from cigarette smuggling
and money laundering, ac-
cording to Frederick County
Sherif f’s Office Capt. Allen
Siber t.

He said that investigators
still are getting figures to-
gether to determine exactly
how much money Guan al-
legedly embezzled from the
state.

However, a search war-
rant was executed at the
business in Januar y in
which bank records, sales
receipts and a ledger be-
longing to the restaurant
were recovered.

During an examination of

records and after consulting
a Virginia Department of
Taxation criminal investiga-
tor, it appears that Guan’s
Garden recorded gross
sales of around $24,000 in
O c t o b e r.

“[The tax investigator]
reports that it appears that
Gua n’s Garden underre-
ported gross sales for the
month of October 2012 by
$9,000-$10,000,” the warrant
reads. “Additional examina-
tion of the ledger has found
that it appears that there is a
history of underreporting
gross sales to the Virginia
Depar tment of Taxation
over the past year.”

Investigators also recov-
ered more than 300 cartons
of cigarettes and large sums
of cash in $20 denomina-
tions, according to the war-

rant.
The investigation into

Guan’s restaurant began last
November after he and two
o t h e r  l o c a l m e n  w e r e
charged with one count
each of possession of contra-
band cigarettes with intent
to distribute.

They were caught after
allegedly buying large quan-
tities of cigarettes from a lo-
cal Sheetz convenience
stor e.

The case remains under
investigation.

Guan is expected to ap-
pear at 9 a.m. Feb. 22 in
Frederick County Circuit
Cour t on the indictment
char ges.

— Contact Melissa Boughton
at mboughton@

winchester star.com

Infor mation
on a crime?

Call Crime
Solver s

540-665-TIPS

Cr uelty
from Page B1

mal cruelty since August
2011, when two former em-
ployees filed a complaint
about the use of abusive
training practices.

He is accused of choking,
beating, kicking and tortur-
ing several dogs in his care.

According to its website,
Aberdeen Acres is a groom-
ing, training and boarding fa-
cility that specializes in basic
obedience, agility, protec-
tion and service dog train-
ing.

It is unclear if the alleged
abuse took place at the pet
c e n t e r.

— Contact Melissa Boughton
at mboughton@

winchester star.com

Paid Political Advertisement

The Lieutenant 
Governor Candidates Forum

Can’t decide who to pick for Lieutenant Governor?
Plan to Attend • Free Event

Saturday, February 9th, 2013 • 1pm-4pm
Lord Fairfax Community College’s

Corron Community Development Center
Located at

173 Skirmisher Lane Middletown, VA 22645
All seven candidates are confirmed and include:
Jeannemarie Davis   E.W. Jackson   Pete Snyder
Scott Lingamfelter    Steve Martin   Cory Stewart

Susan Stimpson
Part One - Candidates introduce themselves and share their platform

Part Two - Candidates will be asked a series of pre-selected questions
Sponsored By

The Apple Valley Club
Shenandoah Valley Constitutional Conservatives

& Republican Women of Shenandoah County 
Driving Directions: I-81 to exit 302, then follow signs

For more information contact:
Dody Stottlemyer@540-533-4894, Dodykins1@yahoo.com
or Karen Kwiatkowski@540-333-1459, ksusiek@shentel.net

Endorsed by
Chairmen of the 10th District and 6th District

Suzanne Curran, RPV Western Region Vice Chair Representative
The Apple Valley Republican Women

Sue Hughes, VFRW 6th District
David Ferguson, Chair 

Shenandoah Co. Republican Comm.
FCRC

Dr. Garrett and his staff 
Would like to congratulate these great

patients for recently successfully 
completing their Orthodontic treatment.

Congratulations

Member, American Association of Orthodontists
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

1841 Plaza Drive, Winchester, VA 22601
(540) 667-5446

Visit us on Facebook
www.garrettorthodontics.com

Charles Wesley Bennett
Samuel Mason
John Burke
Jonathan Bunker
Zachary Wiles
Kristen Robinson
Devan Perry
Corey Hoover
Judy L. Kallam

Rebecca Hall
Samuel Pullen
Cecilia Bockrath
Raven McIntosh
Stephen Busbee
Mark Ulbrich
Alyx Muhlhauser
Sydney Clark
William Holsinger

FREE Celebration of the 
Opening of our new Gourmet Shop

Friday, Feb. 8th at 1 p.m. 
Ribbon Cutting & Champagne Tasting.  

Friday, Feb. 8th at 6 p.m.
Wine & Chocolate Tasting.

Saturday, Feb. 9th at 6 p.m.
Beer & Cheese Tasting.

233 Kernstown Commons Blvd. 
(near Alamo Drafthouse)

Winchester, VA 22602
www.santewinesandbeer.com

phone 540-868-8043 
Like us on Facebook

Grand Opening

10539 Winchester Ave., Bunker Hill, WV
304.229.1676 • www.SensualNights.com

Hours: Monday-Thursday, 10am-10pm
Friday & Saturday, 10am-11:30pm

Sunday, CLOSED

Sensual Nights has 
everything you need!

Looking for 
something HOT

for Valentine’s
Day?

Fraternal Order of Eagles #824

SSWEETHEART Dance
Saturday, February 9th

8 p.m. - 12 midnight
$7 person in advance; 

$8 person at door 

Music by: “Brandy Stills”
Steak Dinner from 4-8 p.m.

16 oz. T-Bone Steak, 
Steak Fries & Salad...$15.95
Members & Properly Invited Guest

Fraternal Order of Eagles #824

✩
✩

✩

✩

✩

✩

✩

✩
✩

✩

✩

✩

✩
✩

Friday Night, Feb. 8
7:30-11:00

DJ & Karaoke
by Tony Sealock

Members & Properly Invited Guest

Valentine’s Dance
Stephens City Moose Family Center

SATURDAY, FEB. 16th 
8 p.m. to 12 a.m.

Music by: “The Rumblers”
Sponsored by the Stephens City WOTM 2134

Open to the Public

Winchester Moose Family Center #1283
540-665-8114      www.gomoose.net

Friday, February 8: Buffet, 5-8 p.m.
Band: “Fast Lane’’ 8 p.m. - Midnight

Wed., February 13: Seafood Buffet, 5-8 p.m.
Friday, February 15: Buffet, 5-8 p.m.
Band: “Virginians’’ 8 p.m.-Midnight

Saturday, February 16: 
WOTM Valentine’s Day Dance
Band: “New City’’ 8-11 p.m.

Ladies Night Out Every Tuesday 5-8 p.m.
Queen of Hearts Every Thursday 7 p.m.

Darts Every Sunday 5-8 p.m.
* MEMBERS AND QUALIFIED GUEST ONLY *

One Day 
Apples for Sale!
Saturday, February 9th

10am-4pm
Red Delicious • Golden Delicious

• Ida Reds • Yorks
• Grimes Golden

(Limited quantities available)

RICHARDS FRUIT MARKET
540.869.1455 • Middle Rd
RichardsFruitMarket.com

FRIDAY SHOWS

For Showtimes visit:
www.drafthouse.com/winchester

or call (540) 313-4060

Identity Thief (R)
Side Effects (R)

Parental Guidance (PG)
Warm Bodies (PG-13)

Silver Linings Playbook (R)
The Guilt Trip (PG-13)
Bullet to the Head (R)

Hansel and Gretel: 
Witch Hunters 2D&3D (R)

Mama (PG-13)
The Hobbit: An Unexpected

Journey 2D (PG-13)
Zero Dark Thirty (R)

Midget Zombie 
Takeover NC-17

ZOM-BEE TV Freakend
Festival

HeckleVision: Plan 9 
from Outer Space

Sing-Alongs: Love Bites
Sing-Along

w w w . w i n c h e s t e r s t a r. c o mw w w . w i n c h e s t e r s t a r. c o m

Smithsonian hosts series on black history
By The Associated Press

WA S H I N G T O N  — T h e
Smithsonian is celebrating
Black History Month with a
series of programs in Febru-
ar y.

Throughout the month,
the National Museum of
American History will pre-
sent performances by his-
torical characters in “J oin
the Student Sit-Ins.” V isitors
will meet a civil rights ac-

tivist from 1960 and take
part in a training session
based on an actual civil
rights manual to prepare for
a sit-in.
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